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The Abbreviations Game

Instructions

· Students can work in groups or individually. Each group or student gets a slip of paper with an abbreviation, the real definition and usage notes, and blank spots for 2 fake definitions. 

· Students write fake definitions for their abbreviations on their own. 

· Students then write their assigned abbreviation on the board and read to the rest of the class the three definitions (without indicating which is the real definition), and the audience has to guess the real definition. 

· After all students have presented and real definitions have been discovered, all students write each abbreviation, real definition and usage, and 2 sample sentences in their notebooks individually.

· Finally, each student writes an email of 50 words or less using a certain number or particular set of abbreviations.

Sample abbreviations and format for slips of paper

Abbreviation: NB

Real definition: Please note. From Latin nota bene. Written on document to make sure readers notice something important.
Fake definition 1:

Fake definition 2:

Abbreviation: i.e.

Real definition: That is to say. To give a clarification. From Latin id est.

Fake definition 1:

Fake definition 2:

Abbreviation: JIT

Real definition: Just in time. 

Fake definition 1:

Fake definition 2:

Abbreviation: IMHO

Real definition: In my humble opinion.

Fake definition 1:

Fake definition 2:

Abbreviation: TBC

Real definition: To be confirmed.

Fake definition 1:

Fake definition 2:

Abbreviation: C

Real definition: Century as in 20th C.

Fake definition 1:

Fake definition 2:

Abbreviation: Ca.

Real definition: Circa, about, approximately.

Fake definition 1:

Fake definition 2:

Abbreviation: c/o

Real definition: In care of. For example, you send a letter to a company in care of a representative.

Fake definition 1:

Fake definition 2:

Abbreviation: et al.

Real definition: And others. As in George et al. will be giving a presentation this week. From Latin et alli.
Fake definition 1:

Fake definition 2:

Abbreviation: TMI

Real definition: Too much information. When someone tells someone else something that is too private.

Fake definition 1:

Fake definition 2:

Abbreviation: OTC

Real definition: Over the counter. Medicine that you can buy without a prescription.

Fake definition 1:

Fake definition 2:

Abbreviation: ETA

Real definition: Estimated time of arrival. 

Fake definition 1:

Fake definition 2:

Abbreviation: IOU

Real definition: I owe you. (When someone has done you a favor or lent you money/good and you tell them that you will return the favor, money, or goods)

Fake definition 1:

Fake definition 2:

Abbreviation: BRB

Real definition: Be right back. Usually used online to let people know you will return soon.

Fake definition 1:

Fake definition 2:

Abbreviation: IDK

Real definition: I don’t know.

Fake definition 1:

Fake definition 2:

Abbreviation: TGIF

Real definition: Thank God/goodness it’s Friday

Fake definition 1:

Fake definition 2:

Abbreviation: VIP

Real definition: Very important person

Fake definition 1:

Fake definition 2:

Abbreviation: TTYL

Real definition: Talk to you later

Fake definition 1:

Fake definition 2:
